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Poland as an active participant at Brest, but the Russians
had refused to recognize the present Polish Government
as a competent representative of the country.

He reviewed, for his colleagues the divergencies between
the German and the Russian theses, emphatically stating
that a compromise must be found, and passed to a passionate
defence of his negotiations with the Ukraine :

The question is not one of imperialist or anncxationist plans, but
of assuring to our population a finally deserved reward for steadily
holding out and of giving it those foodstuffw for which they are
waiting. ... If you wish to ruin peace, if you wish to renounce the
supply of grain, then it would be logical for you to force my hand
by speeches, revolutions, strikes and demonstrations. ... If behind
the front you arrange strikes .. . you are cutting your own flesh and
all those who think that such means hasten peace arc in awful error.
. . . You must help me or you must bring about my fall; there is no
other way.

Three days later he left for Brest with a heavy heart
but with his mind made up. The stalemate mus.t be broken.